"So today 
|< {I've got areal \ fy" 
treat for you." Stan ee 
i Presents 
sa 


's easy to see science as just 
problem solving. xis to Yas Vis to 
Z. But there's poetry in science. ‘ordered, out of my 
‘There's elegance and beauty in ‘own pocket, mind you, 
Science. copies of my favorite 
chapbook ever written, A 
book that brings together 
science and poetry in 
one magnificent 
equation. 


quess...it’s called 
“\ “the Poetry oF 


There comes 


give a book 
alame name 
like that? | called 
"poetry and 
Science." 


for that, Joey, 
you get the honor oF 
‘opening the box and 
handing out the 
copies. 


a point where, whether 
you're discussing quantum 
physics, dark matter or the 
birth of stars, simple words 
and equations aren't enough 
anymore. What you're looking 
at is so remarkable, so 
breathtaking, that you have 
no choice but to fall back 
‘on poetry. 


know 
what you're 

thinking. How can 
poetry, the language 

of the heart, ever 
intersect with science, 

the Janguage oF 

the mind? 
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this book, as my personal gift to everyone 
as we get closer to summer vacation. I 
found this in the school library when I was 
your age, and it opened my eyes to the 
beauty and elegance of science. It 
changed my world in ways Ican. 
never explain to you. 


Iwant 
you to have 
it in the hopes 
that it will affect 
you as it did 
me. 


Waitaminnit. 


with 
the other 
hand--" 


WAITAMINNIT! 


‘Becky, I want you 
to start off by 
reading from page 
sixteen. 


It's the passage that 
started me on the road 


words that made me who 
Tam today. 


Mr. Parker, 
are you sure 
you-- 


/, ‘First, take the ~~ 
chicken by the legs and 
spread the legs as far as. 
you can. Then pin the legs 
back and begin to stuff the, 
‘pening with one hand 


wa 


--and I 
is talking 


to 


This was it. This was the 
last straw. I knew this 
Would be the biggest. 
battle of my career. 


‘Come what may, live 
or die, Iwas going 
after Julie in 


ADMINISTRATION 


Peter, ,ididn't 


know you 


here every 
Tuesday and 


Yes, Well, 
except when you call 
in sick. Which happens 
so often. It's not my 


You ordered ——/ what do you 
the wrong {—\ mean, am I 
book! 


tm sorry, but 
we can't refund 


your money, 
Because you 


didn’t give it to 
us in the first, A= 


get arefund 
from the publisher, 
because I didn't 
place the order. My 
name's not on the 
> invoice! 


downis the same title 
that's on the book. 
This is the book you = 
ordered. No it's 
Tot. You probably 
= wrote it down on one 
Ey piece of paper and lost it, SF order that. 
I and wrote that down by) == COR: A 
accident. 1 wouldn't» 22a ' 
order a cooking 
book. 


When I wanted the poetry \ iam 
and science chapbooks, you -—— 
said there wasn't money 


in the budget, I'd have to 
pay for them myself. | 
ae : 


Sol & 
‘said Td do the WE 
order, but you Sy 

said individual 
teachers can't place 
orders, they have, 

‘to 6 through 

you. 


‘T'm sure you fee! 
that way now, but 
<\_r'il have to check 


1--didn'‘t-- 
hi 


want my money 
back. 


you are, then. 
There's nothing 
Tcan do. 


Yes, 
there is. You can 
send the books back, 
and you can ask for either 
arefund or the right books. 
This is the fourth time I've, 
had to go around like this, 
with you-~ 


UT AS 


S Yes, and we're 
\ (still dealing with 

the last problems 
-\.you brought to 


hear it’s your birthday 

a day or two. What 

kind oF cake would 4 
you like? 


U Imean, what Ido 
| sometimes requires 
violence, but Tm not 
a violent man, I'm 
@ = really not. But 
aX 


‘And I hate feeling that way. Why is 
it that people feel the need to take 
whatever little authority they have 

and shove it down your throat? 
‘And the smaller the authoritu, 
the bigger the shove. 


TE offends 
P\\ Kvow doesnt 
it? 


Don't tear her desk i 
shreds and feed it to her, 


They never understand. 

Students come and go, 

eachers come and // 
0... Pe 


g J 
administrative 
IF issistants go on J 


forever. 


Some people by nature are Kind 
and charitable. You could say that 
some people, including at least one 

person at this table, are by their 


nature heroes. 
Ben always 
Teminded me that. 
we each contain all the 
nobler and meaner aspects 
of humanity, but some 
get a bigger dose than 
\N others of one thing 
or another. 


you, it would hurt, sure, 
and you'd be upset, oF 


Some are petty, and mean, and uncharitable. 
That's their nature. You can hope for 
better, even try to lead them to better, 

and you may even succeed. 
But when : 
they behave badly, 
it’s right to be upset by 
it, or hurt by it, but you 
can be no more offended 
by it than you can 
When a lion bites. 
you. 


I think Ima hero, 
but am Treally just 
as petty as Julie? 
‘At the end of the 


Yeah...fine. 
Just watching the 
lightning. I used to 
love watching storms: 
when I was a kid, 
even though they 4 

scared me. 


I'd count the 


flash and the thunder 
and figure out how far 
away it was. And Td watch 
the light to figure out 
what kind oF lightning 
it 


And why the heck 
is there always 
one of you guys 
around when I start 
asking questions 


Ne 


ie 


5 


he 
ae an 
(i 


al 
G 


Head 
‘down Fifth! 
It's clear! 


A %. ae “ow = 


G 
<Z 
» 
OW a Tas 


Okay. So. 
We gonna hold 


or fight? 


three if ya wanna 
live. 


wy 
eS 
MA >. 


Bi 


‘The key is to keep th 

from dogpiling me again 
until I figure out what 
the heck’s going oF 


Look, only 
thing that matters 
is, Reed says we gotta 
keep these things 
bottled up in Times Square 
until he can rig up a 
doohickey to close 
that dimensional 
gate and send 
‘em home. 


all that up 
there? 


The 
Mindless 
Ones? 


We're 
being attacked by 
hockey fans? 


you said something 
about these guys being 
transdimensional-- 


Theyre 
fromthe Faltine WV 
mension. We've Fought 
‘em before. They're 
B called the mindless // 
Oni 


Igot your 
technical term 
right here. 


oF tl 
the civilians cat 


in the middle 
always pay the 


Can't 
be what? 


Is 
everything 
all right?’ 


Could T have your 
autograph? 


jou are. This 
jOuld be safe. 


IFuou 
can pull it out 
of the ground, 
sent can have 

i 


come oF them are 
already starting to get |[ TH 
5 “past the blockades. i 
‘The whole city's going 
% tobe overrun by 
tt 


Ineed 
you all to 
listen very 
carefully. 


Idon't know how the Mindless Ones’ 
managed to open that vortex and 
cross the border into our dimension, 
but I think I've figured out how 
to close it again. 


This will 
funnel everyone's power 
‘through every vibrational plane 
until it finds the right one, the 
one that matches the Faltine Z 


Dimension, where they yj s 


‘once that happens, we overload it and 
‘assuming the equipment doesn't explode- 
cause the vortex to collapse. When that 
happens, it will create a kind of vibratory 
echo that will pull back everyone who 
‘came through it, wherever he 
might have gotten to. 


..in theory, it all sounds great. 
But face it, there's science and 
there's magic and what works on 
one doesn't always work on 
the other. 
Like when 
you're trying to jump-start 
somebody's car, and you look 
at the cables and you can't 
remember ifit's positive to positive 
or negative to negative, and if you 
get it wrong there's just ‘this mess 
where the other person's 4 


[Even in hallowed Asgard, we have 
heard whispers of such creatures. 
Just as we have heard that the 
one called Doctor Strange stands 
between them and the mortal world. 
Should we not wait upon his arrival 
before undertaking anything 
50 grave? 


battery was, and... 
7 Does 
‘anybody else. 
want to talk 
now? 


We have 
é to take 
the chance. 
understand Ready? 
your concern, Thor. ‘ 
And your metaphor, 
Spider-Man 


But I'm 
afraid we don't 
have the luxury oF time. By 
my calculations, if we don't 
move, within the hour there |e 
will be tens of thousands of fl 
deadly creatures swarming 
through the New York streets £ 
ona path of utter 
destruction. 4 


yh? 


Yeah, 
saving the 
{town while you 
were off snoozing P 
somewhere--_/, No...you 
7 have been 
icked. Icame 
assoonas ff 


What's 
too late? 


He must 
have had just enough 
strength left to contact his 
minions...arrange for an attack 
that would cause you to bring just 


A such dire energies to bear, in Such 


away as to pull that which was lost /e= 
across all the dark dimensions, 
attracting them all to this 
one place. 


Ihad defeated my most 
terrible foe. Had sent his 
essence into a dozen 
different dimensions, 
diffusing his energy so that 
it would be impossible for 
him to reconstitute 

himself. 7 


And in 
so doing, bring 
his essence fromits 
scattered domains 
‘so that they might, 
rejoin and become 


